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On Oct. 21, in a speech at the swearing-in ceremony of a new cabinet, Gen. Augusto Pinochet
accused the opposition of "demanding simultaneous presidential and parliamentary elections, and
others of a political character, destined to destabilize the government and create a power vacuum
which could precipitate a crisis which no one wants. We will try to avoid this crisis at all costs and
with all our strength." Next, Pinochet said: "The constitution will not be changed. This matter is
not at issue, nor will it be the subject of transactions." The opposition has called for changes in the
constitution to permit the direct election of all members of Congress, relaxation of political bans
on the left, and an end to the military's political role. Confusion surrounding the cabinet changes
focused on outgoing Interior Minister Sergio Fernandez. At first, an official statement said he had
been reappointed with 10 other ministers following the resignation of the cabinet on Oct. 20. Fifteen
minutes before the swearing-in was scheduled to begin, a new statement said that Fernandez's
resignation had been accepted. The ceremony went ahead after a 40-minute delay, and Fernandez
was replaced by conservative economist Carlos Caceres, who served as finance minister in 1983
and 1984. Among nine other changes, Foreign Minister Ricardo Garcia was replaced by Hernan
Felipe Errazuriz, who is the current ambassador to the US and former head of the Central Bank. No
change was made to the economic team, headed by Hernan Buchi. (Basic data from Washington
Post, 10/22/88)
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